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The Social Life of Working 
Waterfronts is an independent 
thesis project that envisions 
the expanded role of an urban 
waterfront as a landscape for 
both industry and everyday 
life.  The project calls for new 
synergies between public 
and private stakeholders 
to challenge the cultural 
perception of industrial 
landscapes and renew 
social and ecological value 
of productive harbors.  By 
integrating industrial processes 
with civic life, working 
waterfronts can begin to 
operate mutually for industrial 
and societal needs.  This 
proposal aims to establish 
spatial and systemic commons 
between a declining city and its 
thriving commercial fishing port 
by engaging and celebrating 
the City’s identity as a working 
maritime community.  New and 
adaptive forms of public-private 
relationships can begin to 
restore civic ownership of the 
harbor as a hybridized urban-
industrial system.  Grounded 
at the intersection of built and 
natural systems, landscape 
architects have the ability 
to mediate the complexities 
embedded in these urban 
landscape typologies and 
engage the various scales 
of cultural and physical 
production.
ABSTRACT
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How can working waterfronts 
operate mutually for 
economic and cultural 
production?
What does is mean
for industry and
public life to coexist?
Image Source: Marinas.com
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LANDSCAPES OF PRODUCTION
CULTURE / INDUSTRY
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Historically, urban waterfronts have been primarily 
used as landscapes for production and the exchange 
of goods, enabling industrial processes to claim 
hierarchy over proximity to the water’s edge.  Over 
time, these processes have contributed to high 
degrees of environmental pollution and the loss 
of vital ecosystems.  Industrial infrastructure has 
continuously expanded in size and geographic 
territory with advancements in technology and shifts 
in economy, further detracting from the quality of 
life for the adjacent communities and restricting 
access to once public waters.  Cities will need to find 
creative ways to reconnect their social fabric to their 
waterfronts as populations continue to move back to 
urban centers.  
INDUSTRIAL
WATERFRONTS
Image Source: Marinas.com
Landscapes of Production
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Urban waterfronts have 
become highly constructed 
landscapes comprised of 
reclaimed land and hardened 
edge conditions.  To provide 
direct access between land 
BUILT EDGE
and sea, many cities have 
channelized natural water 
systems and drastically altered 
the ecological flows of rivers 
and estuaries.
Landscapes of Production
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POLLUTED ENVIRONMENTS
Landscapes of Production
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‘Public works’ projects involved 
with industrial landscapes often 
require large scale 
infrastructures that work in 
opposition to public mobility.
IMPOSING SCALE
Landscapes of Production
26 27Landscapes of Production
RESTRICTED ACCESS
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POST-USE VACANCIES
As technologies and industrial 
processes advance, outdated 
systems are often left 
abandoned and unused.
30 31
Landscape architects have led various efforts to 
reclaim and reinvent urban waterfronts.  With 
advances in technology and shifts towards a 
globalized economy, many cities are reimagining 
industrial ports as parks, mixed use development, 
renaturalized ecosystems and transportation hubs.  
These trends demonstrate value in physically and 
culturally reconnecting people to urban water bodies 
and restoring ecological systems.
The following projects identify ways in which cities are 
engaging industrial waterfronts as public amenities in 
settings where industry has vacated or is still active.
PRECEDENT STUDIES
TOWARD A
SOCIAL PORT
Landscapes of Production
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Engage Industrial Heritage
WYNARD POINT REDEVELOPMENT 
TCL Landscape Architecture
Auckland, New Zealand 2011
This project creates public 
space in and around Auckland’s 
industrial waterfront.  The 
spatial design considerations 
allow for working corridors and 
public life to operate within the 
same area. The formal and 
Image Source: Landezine.com
Image Source: Landezine.com
experiential design speaks to 
the “gritty, utilitarian and 
industrial maritime qualities” to 
retain the landscape’s identity 
as an industrial port.
Landscapes of Production
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Shared Space + Time with Operations
P.O.R.T. 
Landing Studio
Chelsea, Massachusetts 2006
The PORT (Publicly Organized 
Recreation Territory) focuses on 
efforts to tie industrial 
operations into surrounding 
urban life through a shared use 
Image Source: www.landing-studio.com
Image Source: www.landing-studio.com
waterfront road-salt terminal 
and public recreation area.  
New public space is designed 
around the kinetics of the salt 
operations and allows for 
seasonal use during warmer 
months.  
Landscapes of Production
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Infrastructure as Public Amenity
This project reimagines the 
infrastructure needed for waste 
processing plants to become a 
public amenity.  BIG’s design 
houses the dirty operations 
within a modern architectural 
Image Source: ArchDaily.com
Image Source: ArchDaily.com
AMAGER BAKKE WASTE-TO-ENERGY PLANT
Bjarke Ingels Group
Copenhagen, Denmark 2012
building that provides public 
hiking and ski trails through the 
exterior skin of the building.  
The AMF plant turns from an 
industrial installation to a new 
landmark of the Danish capital.  
Landscapes of Production
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Public Space Framed by Industry
SUGAR BEACH
Claude Cormier + Associés Inc
Toronto, Canada 2012
This project reconnects people 
to Toronto’s waterfront by 
framing public space around 
the surrounding industrial 
terminal.  New development of 
Image Source: claudecormier.com
Image Source: claudecormier.com
schools and mixed use property 
adjacent to the public space 
permanently draws people 
closer to the water.
Landscapes of Production
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Repurpose Post-Use Infrastructure
KRANE HOTEL
Arcency
Copenhagen, Denmark 2017
This project renovates an old 
engine room as a modern hotel 
and conference space.  By 
converting a post use structure 
into  a multi-use space the hotel 
Image Source: design-milk.com
Image Source: design-milk.com
brings new social use into the 
industrial fabric and preserves 
the raw, historic nature of the 
area.
Landscapes of Production
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SCALES OF PRODUCTION
NEW BEDFORD MA | SITE
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NEW BEDFORD 
41.6362° N, 70.9342° W
This project focuses on the City of New Bedford, 
MA as a site for investigation.  The City’s ties to its 
industrial waterfront offer a unique tension between 
its contribution to the cultural and economic identity 
and its implications on the degraded qualities of the 
public realm. 
Centrally located in the Southcoast of Massachusetts, 
the City of New Bedford sits along a tidal estuary 
where the Acushnet River meets Buzzards Bay.  The 
regions abundance of natural resources and the 
harbors naturally deep waters invited early European 
settlement and supported the eventual growth of 
various water-based industries.  Through centuries 
of industrial practices, the City has maintained its 
identity as a working maritime community and the 
largest metropolitan area of the Southcoast.  
Image Source: Google Earth
Scales of Production
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SITE
Buzzards
Bay
CONNECTICUT
NEW YORK
MASSACHUSETTS
VERMONT NEWHAMPSHIRE
RHODE
ISLAND
15 30 60 120 miles
Atlantic
Ocean
Boston
Fall River
Providence
Salem
Worcester
Springfield
Hartford
Active Port Cities
Post-Industrial Cities
New Bedford is among many 
cities throughout New England 
that has leveraged geographic 
features for industrial 
production.  Whether cargo or 
transportation terminals, mill 
towns or fishing ports, the 
region is filled with both
post- and active-industrial 
waterfronts.
INDUSTRIAL REGION
New Bedford
Scales of Production
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Hurricane Barrier
Palmer Island
Providence
City of New Bedford
Acushnet River
State Pier
“Heaven & 
earth never 
agreed better 
to frame a 
place for man’s 
habitation. ”
- John Smith referring to discovery of Buzzards Bay
Buzzards Bay 
Cape Cod
Town of Fairhaven
Boston
Scales of Production
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Historic Map of New Bedford Harbor in 1876.  Image Source: Library of Congress
Through eras of resource extraction and agricultural 
practices, to whaling, textile manufacturing and 
commercial fishing, New Bedford’s waterfront 
has remained the center of production for the 
surrounding region.  As each era brought various 
conditions of wealth and prosperity, technological 
advances and economic shifts brought about interim 
periods of decline. The City has consistently invested 
in large-scale infrastructural and technological 
support for each industrial typology as a priority for 
its growth, resulting in a spatial fabric composed as 
an amalgamation of past and present infrastructures.  
Active fishing docks, warehouses, rail yards, and 
highways weave around vacant and repurposed mill 
buildings all separated from the cobblestone streets 
and historic character from the whaling era.
The civic life that was once able to coexist with 
waterfront mercantile and whaling operations has 
become physically disconnected by the scale of the 
current industrial processes.
INDUSTRIAL 
HISTORY
Scales of Production
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“...two main 
rivers that haply 
become good 
harbors, and 
conduct us to 
the hopes men 
so greedily do 
thirst after”
- Gabriele Archer upon seeing 
  New Bedford Harbor for the first time, 1602 
54 55Scales of Production
Before European settlers 
landed on the shores of New 
England, Native American 
tribes inhabited the region 
for its natural features and 
resources.  Wampanoag tribes 
engaged in minor agriculture, 
fishing, hunting and gathering 
practices to support life 
throughout the region.
In the early 17th Century, 
European settlers took to shore 
and coexisted with the native 
tribal communities, but cultural 
and political differences caused 
1600
AGRICULTURE
conflicts to grow between 
the groups.   War led to the 
displacement of native tribes 
and enabled the colonization of 
the area.  Settlers established 
massive resource extraction 
practices, shipping furs and 
timbers to back to Europe and 
established the beginnings 
of privatized land along the 
water’s edge.
56 57Scales of Production
The 18th century shifted 
the City’s focus from land-
based agriculture towards 
maritime production with 
the establishment of the 
whaling industry.  Operations 
were sited at the core of 
the harbor, constructing of 
wharves and buildings along 
the shoreline.  Roads and rail 
1750
WHALING
networks extending inland 
from the centralized production 
to connect the industry to 
inland markets.  Massive 
transportation of whale oil and 
spermaceti led New Bedford to 
become the richest city in the 
world, per capita.
58 59Scales of Production
The discovery of subsurface 
petroleum in Pennsylvania 
led to the ultimate decline 
of the whaling industry. In 
efforts to remain as a working 
city, investments in newer 
technologies led to the 
expansion of mill-powered 
manufacturing operations to 
establish along the remaining 
shoreline.  Large, brick mill 
buildings were sited in wetland 
areas to harness energy from 
the adjacent rivers and streams 
north and south of the central 
1880
TEXTILE MANUFACTURING
whaling district. 
These manufacturing processes 
discharged pollutants 
directly into the Acushnet 
River and harbor causing 
long term pollution of the 
harbor.  Outbreaks of typhoid 
fever from the consumption 
of contaminated shellfish 
prompted the first fish closure 
to be initiated in the harbor 
in 1904, a restriction that has 
remained in place to this day.
60 61Scales of Production
Leading from the Great 
Depression and competition 
from cheap, Southern labor, 
manufacturing operations 
fled the textile mills, bringing 
economic and population 
decline.  As an effort to 
boost the economy, urban 
renewal efforts of the 1960’s 
sought to establish highway 
connections from interstate 
networks directly to the 
working waterfront.  With the 
main purpose of supporting 
and growing commercial fishing 
operations that had establish 
1940
COMMERCIAL FISHING
during textile manufacturing, 
buildings were demolished to 
clear room for Route 18 and 
Interstate 195.  The physical 
scale of this infrastructure 
separated the old fabric of 
the city from the waterfront.  
Over time, this has led to the 
transformation of the Port 
from a space where industry 
and city life coexisted, to a 
highly privatized, large-parcel 
industrial district that is mostly 
void of urban life.
62 63Scales of Production
Historic Map of New Bedford Harbor in 1876.  Image Source: Library of Congress
PAST
The early industries fostered 
civic engagement and 
interaction with the waterfront.  
Everyday life was centered 
around and embedded within 
the industrial operations, 
enabling the City to function as 
a working maritime community.
64 65Scales of Production
Image Source: Google Earth
PRESENT
The current makeup of the 
industries and their support 
infrastructure claim the high 
majority of the harbor’s edge.     
The surrounding 
neighborhoods are left 
disconnected from the harbor 
and separated from the working 
waterfront that once fostered 
civic life.    
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Image Source: Marinas.com
The Port today functions as a kinetic landscape 
that operates at various spatial scales and mediates 
between land and sea networks.  As a composition 
of various maritime uses, the port hosts commercial 
fishing and related industries, cargo shipping, 
ferries, excursion boats, cruises, and recreation.  
The culmination of these activities has enabled the 
working waterfront to remain a component to the 
region’s economic and cultural vitality.  With the 
amassed $11.1 billion in economic value, the harbor 
maintains its role as the #1 valued fishing port in the 
US since 2000.  While commercial fishing vessels and 
processing plants remain the primary users, the City 
has begun investing in expansion and diversification 
of the waterfront.   Recent initiatives posed by the 
City seek to bring land-based support for offshore 
wind farms and provide staging and assembly space 
for these large-scale projects. 
THE
WORKING 
WATERFRONT
68 69Scales of Production
N E W  B E D F O R D
41.6362° N, 70.9342° W
MASSACHUSETTS
NEW
HAMPSHIRE
VERMONT
NEW
YORK
RHODE
ISLAND
CONNECTICUT
Boston
New York 
Georges Bank
Gulf of Maine
Nantucket Shoals
Portsmouth
Products Brought to Port:
Sea Scallops  Mackerel
Lobster  Hake
Surf Clams  Red Fish
Herring  Flounder
Haddoc  Cod
Squid
Clementines + other goods
Flown Internationally from 
Logan Airport
Shipped Internationally from 
Port of NY / NJ
Flown Internationally 
from JFK Airport
Shipped Domestically 
from Worcester
LAND - SEA NETWORKS
The Port of New Bedford is 
sheltered  by the St. Elizabeth 
Islands off of Cape Cod.  The 
protected harbor provides an 
important connection between 
land and sea for the Southcoast 
region of Massachusetts.
One dot represents one port.  
At the global scale, solely 
identifying the location and 
number of ports delineates the 
coastlines of each continent.  
As we move towards a 
globalized economy, ports will 
provide a role in the vitality of 
many cities and regions.
REGIONAL SCALE
GLOBAL SCALE
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PORT OF NEW BEDFORD
#1 VALUED
          S ince  2000
$ 11.1 BILLION
     Economic  Va lue
$ 3.8 BILLION
    Bus iness  Revenue
$ 362 MILLION
    Economic  Va lue
   6,808 JOBS
    Economic  Va lue
  
The spatial organization of the 
City today is highly influenced 
by the large-scale infrastructure 
projects implemented in 
the 1960’s.  Urban renewal 
efforts brought Interstate 
195 and Route 18 to connect 
sea to inland markets, shown 
in blue amongst the major 
transportation networks.  The 
hurricane barrier, highlighted 
in pink, was constructed at this 
CITY SCALE
time as a means of protecting 
the Port from environmental 
disasters that had impacted 
the essential industries along 
the water’s edge.  The breadth 
of these projects pose large 
barriers to pedestrian and 
public networks to and around 
the waterfront.  
cargo shipping + cruise
fishing operations
shipyard
chandler
ferry operations
welders
engineers
net design / gear builders
vessel repair facilities
duel + ice houses
COMPONENTS OF TODAY’S INDUSTRIES
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NEW
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30’ CHANNEL
PALMERS ISLAND
STATE PIER
FAIRHAVEN
POPE’S ISLAND
DESIGNATED PORT AREA
NEW
BEDFORD
DOWNTOWN
LEGEND
Existing Open Space
Buildings of Public Value
Planned Port Expansion
Navigable / Dredged Channels
3’ Contour
Designated Port Boundary
Zone 4 Hurricane Risk
Historic Downtown Boundary
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LAND - SEA CONNECTIONS
WATER FROM ALL SIDES
DESIRABLE VIEWS OF THE HARBOR
DISCONNECTED OPEN SPACE
LONG TERM POLLUTION
PRIVATIZED WATER’S EDGE
Highway
Rail
Ferry
Existing
Valley Flow Direction
Surface Flow Direction
FISH CLOSURE
Zone 1
Zone 2
Existing
Potential
PORT INDUSTRIAL
Water Dependant
Water Related
Rail Dependant
Other
Commercial
Vacant
PORT INDUSTRIAL
Water Dependant
Water Related
Rail Dependant
Other
Commercial
Vacant
PORT INDUSTRIAL
Water Dependant
Water Related
Rail Dependant
Other
Com ercial
Vacant
Restricted Access
These studies isolate 
individual systems related to 
the Port today.  Comparing 
the overlapping processes 
can begin to suggest ways to 
redefine our understanding 
of the Port as an urban 
ANALYTICAL DIAGRAMS
INDUSTRY ONLY
entity.  The Port should engage 
its surrounding physical and 
environmental context through 
the interrelated systems it is 
comprised of.
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FRAMEWORK FOR SOCIAL LIFE
SYSTEMS + STRATEGIES
78 79Framework for Social Life
As the City plans for future development, continuing 
to prioritize industrial infrastructure as the primary 
stakeholder of the waterfront would further 
separate the Port from the adjacent City fabric. 
The chronological and incremental sequence of 
development that occurred through the City’s 
transition from one industrial era to the next has 
resulted in a vast landscape that imposes on the 
surrounding urban and environmental form.  In 
an effort to socially and culturally re-connect with 
its waterfront, the City should integrate port and 
civic activity to increase its social, economic and 
environmental resiliency.  Improving the social 
character of this landscape will require thoughtful 
consideration of proximity, access, mobility, 
disruption of and interaction with industrial processes.
PORT // CITY
SYSTEMS IN ISOLATION
80 81Framework for Social Life
SASAKI • THE CECIL GROUP • UMASS DONAHUE INSTITUTE • FXM ASSOCIATES • APEX
NEW BEDFORD WATERFRONT FRAMEWORK 
PLAN
2016
The City has been planning 
for future expansion and 
diversified uses of the harbor.  
The images above display 
some of the more prominent 
headlines regarding potential 
impacts on the waterfront. 
RECENT INITIATIVES
The diagrams on the right are 
taken from the New Bedford 
Waterfront Framework Plan 
prepared by Sasaki in 2016.  
This plan proposes strategies 
to enable the growth and 
expansion of industries along 
the harbor.  While open space 
connections are identified, the 
quality and program of these 
spaces are unclear.
Image Source: New Bedford Waterfront Framework Plan by Sasaki
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Marine Commerce Terminal Cannon Station
Power Plant
Vacant + underutilized
State Pier
Route 6 / Fairhaven Bridge
Historic Mills
Interstate 1-95Harbor Walk +
Hurricane Barrier
Fishing + Processing PlantsAccess to Palmers Island
Public / Private Overlaps
Vacant Mill Buildings Cargo Terminal Ferry Terminal Vacant + Underutilized Land Highway CrossingFishing + Processing Plants PCB Remediation
Residential
Residential
Processing
Processing
Distribution
Distribution
Storage
Rail
Residential
Residential
Fishing
Fishing
Cargo
Vacant
Vacant
Section Cut
Fishing
Downtown
State
Pier
Mixed Use
The majority of the analytical 
studies in the previous chapters 
has focused on dissecting 
planimetric drawings at varying 
scales.  The section below 
reframes the view of the port 
through the lens of the public.  
EXPERIENTIAL SCALE
By visualizing the spatial scale 
of the Port, the qualities and 
characteristics of the industrial 
landscape can begin to 
suggest locations and types 
of interactions between public 
space and industry.
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Marine Commerce Terminal Cannon Station
Power Plant
Vacant + underutilized
State Pier
Route 6 / Fairhaven Bridge
Historic Mills
Interstate 1-95Harbor Walk +
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Marine Commerce Terminal Cannon Station
Power Plant
Vacant + underutilized
State Pier
Route 6 / Fairhaven Bridge
Historic Mills
Interstate 1-95Harbor Walk +
Hurricane Barrier
Fishing + Processing PlantsAccess to Palmers Island
Public / Private Overlaps
Vacant Mill Buildings Cargo Terminal Ferry Terminal Vacant + Underutilized Land Highway CrossingFishing + Processing Plants PCB Remediation
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Marine Commerce Terminal Cannon Station
Power Plant
Vacant + underutilized
State Pier
Route 6 / Fairhaven Bridge
Historic Mills
Interstate 1-95Harbor Walk +
Hurricane Barrier
Fishing + Processing PlantsAccess to Palmers Island
Public / Private Overlaps
Vacant Mill Buildings Cargo Terminal Ferry Terminal Vacant + Underutilized Land Highway CrossingFishing + Processing Plants PCB Remediation
90 91Framework for Social Life
Introducing public activity to today’s working 
waterfront is met with challenges posed by the 
complexities and dynamics of the industrial 
landscape.  The logistics of industrial operations 
require land to be private and restricted from public 
access for the movement of heavy machinery and 
product.  By viewing industry as a cultural necessity 
rather than urban blight, public space can start to 
engage and celebrate the utilitarian and maritime 
qualities of these landscapes.  Industry then becomes 
a scaffold for civic space and provides opportunities 
to establish new public landscape typologies that 
coexist with industrial operations.
This proposal identifies new spatial and systemic 
commons that reconnect the city to its waterfront 
through renewed relationships between site-specific 
operations and the adjacent land uses.  
PORT- CITY
PRINCIPLES FOR INTEGRATION
92 93
Sites for Interventions
Public - Private Overlaps
Potential Public Connections
Barriers to Public Access
Port Base
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RESIDENTIAL
Identifying potential public 
connections at the appropriate 
scale for pedestrian activity 
needs to coincide with 
industries need for private land 
and sufficient transportation 
corridors.  By delineating and 
overlaying the potential public 
and existing private networks, 
three main locations for 
meaningful social connections 
EXTRACTING PUBLIC-PRIVATE RELATIONSHIPS 
SOUTH TERMINAL
CENTRAL TERMINAL
NORTH TERMINAL
are extracted.  Responding 
to the scale of the Port and 
the surrounding city fabric, 
overlaps between public and 
private space are proposed in 
the South, Central and North 
terminals.  
94 95Framework for Social Life
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INDUSTRY PEOPLE NATURE
RESTORE 
N AT U R A L  E C O L O G I E S
RECONNECT 
P U B L I C  T O  WAT E F R O N T
C I T Y P O R T
INTEGRATE 
P O RT  +  C I T Y  A C T I V I T Y
Moving forward the City should 
work towards a port operating 
as a fully integrated urban 
system.  Establishing a resilient 
system will require renewed 
industrial-city relationships, 
revitalized social constructs 
and restored environmental 
conditions.  These principles 
should serve as a framework for 
future development and inform 
design and planning decisions 
in regards to both city and 
PORT / CITY ANALYSIS DIAGRAMS
industry initiatives.  
The design of the identified 
terminal areas require 
thoughtful consideration of 
different industrial typologies 
and surrounding neighborhood 
land use.  The proposals in the 
following section test ways in 
which landscape interventions 
can begin to support renewed 
relationships between city and 
industrial processes.
96 97
WATERFRONT COMMONS
INTEGRATED DESIGN
98 99
Image Source: New Bedford Guide
The South Terminal hosts a newly constructed cargo 
shipping site for the purpose of introducing on-shore 
support for offshore wind farm.  As these projects 
remain in negotiation, the site sits mostly inactive and 
presents an opportunity to test tactical pilot programs 
for social activity.  The vast, open form of this 
typology would coincide well with large open space 
events, such as concerts and festivals.  Strategically 
organizing social activity through temporarily shared 
use would enable the cargo operations to remain 
predominately private.
PRIVATELY- PUBLIC
RESIDENTIAL + CARGO SHIPPING
Waterfront Commons
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To support the shared use of 
the cargo terminal, permanent 
public space is designed on 
the periphery of main bulkhead 
area as a means of structuring 
the land in between as “shared 
use”.  Cargo operations within 
the shared space can then be 
organized to support various 
SOUTH TERMINAL
NEW SERVICE
 ROAD
types of temporary uses like 
concerts, plays, or festivals.  
As the infrastructure (cranes, 
containers, etc.) and materials  
of the terminal are mobile 
and deployable, they can 
be leveraged to house and 
support different types of social 
activity.
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RESIDENTIAL CARGO
RESIDENTIAL
FISHING FISHING
DOWNTOWN
FISHING COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL
Waterfront Commons
102 103
Adjacencies + Shared Space
TEMPORARY PUBLIC 
SHARED INFRASTRUCTURE AS
FRAMEWORK FOR PUBLIC VS 
PRIVATE SPACE
RENOVATED MILLS AS
HOUSING + OFFICE
Waterfront Commons
104 105
106 107
The Central Terminal is the convergence of the 
commercial fishing industry and the historic 
downtown district.  Six lanes of highway disconnect 
the mercantile streets from the working waterfront 
which houses docking, unloading and processing 
plants.  There are limited points of public interest 
along the waterfront that are isolated and distant 
from the downtown activity.  In efforts to pull the 
urban fabric into the site, public space should 
engage and celebrate the character of the industry 
to create cohesion between the separated entities.  
Introducing pedestrian-focused flow, structured by 
new waterfront commerce, establishes a new public 
typology situated around and supporting private 
operations.
PUBLICLY - PRIVATE
DOWNTOWN + COMMERCIAL FISHING
Waterfront Commons
108 109
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RESIDENTIAL CARGO
RESIDENTIAL
FISHING FISHING
DOWNTOWN
FISHING COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL
To establish a cohesive 
network of public space 
along this portion of 
the waterfront, new 
pedestrian corridors link 
between the existing 
points of interest and lay 
the foundation for new 
commercial development 
in sync with the downtown 
neighborhood.  Identifying 
CENTRAL TERMINAL
main points of pedestrian 
crossings can help bridge 
people across the 4-6 lanes of 
highway.  A linear pedestrian 
corridor along the waters edge 
then closes a grid that matches 
the scale of the urban streets.  
The public space should 
engage the aesthetic character 
of the working port and make 
visible its processes.
Waterfront Commons
110 111
Convergence + Interaction
PEDESTRIAN EDGE
Establish Pedestrian Corridor
Where Boats Cannot Access
NEW COMMERCIAL CORRIDOR
Bring Commerce Back to the Waterfront
MARITIME INNOVATION CENTER
Repurposed Canon Station Power Plant as
New Marine Research Institute
Waterfront Commons
112 113
114 115
Geographically located upstream of navigable 
channels, the composition of the North Terminal 
is mostly vacant mill buildings separated from 
residential communities by the intersection of I-195 
and Route 18.  Existing initiatives for this site seek 
to bring potential commuter rail and the expansion 
of fisheries while on-going remediation of PCB 
levels continue nearby in the harbor.  Responding to 
these efforts, this site poses the potential for a new 
industrial typology that weaves together cultural, 
environmental and economic production.  New 
tidal aquaculture systems can create a closed-loop 
industry that is physically structured and economically 
tied to public space. 
PUBLICLY 
PRODUCTIVE
MIXED USE + FISHING
Waterfront Commons
116 117
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The majority of the waterfront 
in this site is underutilized, 
vacant, or overgrown, providing 
less restrictions and greater 
opportunity to engage broader 
environmental and temporal 
scales.  A revitalized public and 
ecologically viable edge will 
restore civic use of this post-
textile district and allows for the 
creation of new infrastructures 
designed for both people 
NORTH TERMINAL
and industry.  Mill buildings 
are repurposed as modern 
production facilities to harvest 
and process farmed shellfish, 
seaweed and fish.  New 
greenhouses, vertical farms  
and market space can provide 
interaction between industry to 
consumers.
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RESIDENTIAL CARGO
RESIDENTIAL
FISHING FISHING
DOWNTOWN
FISHING COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL
Waterfront Commons
118 119
Industry as Public Space
AQUACULTURE
Convert and Expand Existing Retention Pond 
as Tidal Aquaculture System
PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE
Design New Infrastructure for Future 
Industries as Public Oriented
PRODUCTION + ACCESSIBILITY
Repurposed Mills as Aqualculture Production Facilities, 
Vertical Farms and Urban Greenhouses, and Markets
Waterfront Commons
120 121
122 123
124 125
Applying a critical lens to the 
constant flux of development 
along New Bedford’s waterfront 
exposed the tension between 
industry as an essential 
component to urban function 
and the desire to distance 
operations from urban life.  
Renewing the public perception 
of industrial processes can 
begin to fill voids of social 
value and ownership of these 
districts.  The Social Life of 
Working Waterfronts aims 
to establish permanent civic 
infrastructure to support 
the kinetic operations and 
allow urban connection to 
remain constant as industries 
change over time.  The 
approach developed for the 
three proposals provides a 
framework for new public-
private relationships through 
the process of engaging 
CONCLUSION specific industrial and urban conditions.  Advancing the 
proposal would require a 
deeper understanding of the 
nuances of each industry given 
the scales and complexities of 
these typologies.  Achieving 
cohesive integration of port 
and city systems would require 
engagement with vast numbers 
of industrial, societal and 
environmental stakeholders.  
The culture shift involved with 
achieving the integrated port 
would consist of a prolonged 
series of incremental projects.  
Temporary pilot programs, 
demonstration projects and 
education could assist in 
communicating the embedded 
social value of productive 
harbors.  
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